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UGC plan to

~dilute norms for
lecturers rejected

Chennai: Dashing the hopes of thousands of MPhil-
holders, the Centre has rejected the UGC resolu-
tion to dilute the eligibility norms for appointment
of lecturers and vetoed a proposal to have MPhil
as the minimum academic gqualification.

The UGC’s proposal to dispense with Nation-

-al Eligibility Test (NET) or State-Level Eligibili-
ty Test (SLET) qualification for lecturer aspirants
and, instead, have MPhil as the minimum required
qualification is clearly incongruous and hence
not acceptable, the Union ministry of human re-
sources development (HRD) told the Madras high
court on Tuesday.

A submission to this effect was made by addi-
tional solicitor-general of South India M Ravin-
dran, when a writ appeal filed hy a batch of guest
lecturers in various government colleges in Tamil
Nadu came up for hearing before the first bench
comprising Chief Justice M Yusuf Eqgbal and Jus-
tice TS Sivagnanam. '

The UGC had decided to exempt all candidates
who obtained an MPhil degree on or before July 10,
2009 from clearing the NET/SLET to qualify for ap-
pointment as a teacher in a college or university

There are 1,024 guest lecturers employed in the
government arts and science colieges in the state.
The lecturers, who have put in service ranging
from 7 to 13 years, only have MPhil degrees and
have not cleared NET/SLET. As the government
cannot regularise their services without them
clearing the NET/SLET, they approached the

court, stating that they should be either given time '

to acquire the qualificaiton or be absorbed as a
one-time exemption. ™wn
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Terminally ill foreigners

smuggle drug; HC fumes

LET OFF Caught smuggllng drugs, dying conduits allowed to go home

Harish V Nair

# hacish nals@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: India is facing a drugs
incursion from a new kind of
conduit—terminally ill patients,
mostly women, from foreign
countries. Tronically, most of
them go scot free thanks to the
sympathetic view of the courts.

This trend was exposed by
Jutice Pradeep Nandrajog of the
Delhi High Court after he visit-
ed a jail on February 14, 2009,
and found 16 terminally ilt
patients in the jail hospitals. The
doctors said the patients might
not survive for more than two
to six months. After this Justice

:Nandrajog had directed the
Centre, Delhi government and
tegal apparatus of all states to
take immediate steps to check
such carriers.

Such patients make use of
India’s liberal policy of not insist-
ing on a medical certificate that
a person seeking entry to India
is free of any ailment. In dire
need of money, they are suscep-
tible to profitable offers from
the drug mafia.

The Narcotics “Control
Bureau says the conduits, when

" HC ASKS AUTHORITIES TO

CONSIDER
.w Dropping proceedings

against terminally il accused
u Grant bail, exemption from - 8
appearance '
» Separate speedy trial for
such accused .
» Ensure that withdrawaf from
trial or prosecution of a termi-
nally ill should not have any
effect on the charges against -
the other co-accused. '

India’s liberal policy and court’s humanltanan approach Iets ‘ill smugglers’ go scot free

-';: THE GENESIS P
: % Smugglers use India's !iberal
: policy of not insisting on a certifi- -
+ cate that the person seeking visa e
is frea of any ailment. °
* s Conduits escape punishment as’
. courts send them back on humani-= :
; tarian grounds. -
. ® NCB gave adequate waming to
- Cantre; nothing has been dons 5o -
* far by MEA to tighten visa rules.

# MHA's guidelines to prohibit/

* reduce their stay in the countrv
accepted bythe court. S

¢ Bret Leonard Makinson after

: :_ later as her condition worsened.”

PAST CASES

» October 7, 1998: HC leta
Ugandan AIDS patient facing
drug smuggling trial go back.

» April 2, 2003: A 38-year-old
Swiss woman, an AIDS patient,
arrested with a British national

police recover 8.4 kg of hashish
from their fuggage. Deported

a July 6, 2009: Nigerian wo-
man Amaka Nuoyim, a cancer
patient, allowed to go back.

caught, escape punishment as
the courts send back the ter-
minally ill on humanitarian
grounds.

NCB has repeatedly urged
the court to not grant bail to
such accused. “It has come to
our notice that drug traffickers
use the services of terminally ill
patients to act as transporters
to smuggle narcotics. Any kind
of leniency will only set a bad
precedent and encourage both

international drug syndicates
to recruit such persons, and the
persons suffering from fatal dis-

-eases to take up such luerative

assignments,” it says.

On October 27, the home min-
istry suggested dropping pro-
ceedings such conduits, fast
tracking their trial and exempt-
ing them frem appearance in
court in order to reduce their
stay in India. The court has

accepted these guidelines.
A :

MEA SILENT ON VISAS
The court had also asked the
Ministry of External Affairs if
there was a policy for medical
screening of foreigners hefore
granting them visas, The court
said many countries insist that
a person seeking an entry visa
be free of any ailment. The court
also wanted MEA to frame
guidelines for visas to foreign
nationals from where drugs
were being pushed into India.

A
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Freescale o help build $35 computing device

S RONENDRA SINGH
New Delhx

IT F]RM Freescale Semi-
conductor India on Tues-
day said the company is
working closely with Indian
Institute of Technology Ra-
- jasthan for the $35 low-cost
access-cum-computing de-
- vice under an initiative re-
cently announced by the
human resource develop-
ment (HRD) ministry.

“Our - solution is the
closest to the cost range of
the $35 PC that the Indian
government is working on.
A lot of companies — local
as well as global — are
working on. this project

The ministry
allotted 2 projeds
to lIT-Rajasthan for
infensive testing of

. the device

along with IIT-Rajasthan

and we are helping them to,

develop the product. Since
talks are going on, we can-

not oﬂicmlly announce
right now,” vice-president
and . country manager,

Freescale Semiconductor
India, Ganesh Guruswamy,
told FC on Tuesday. ‘

Strong in the embedded
space, he said the company
is already supplying solutions
to Sony, Sharp and Amazon’s

Kindle in the smartbooks

and e-book categories.
The HRD ministty on
September 1 had sent out a

* letter to IIT-Rajasthan, allot-

ting two projects for pur-
chase and intensive testing
of a low-cost access-cum-
computing device.

It has been decided to
provide connectivity to poly-

technics on a par with col-’
leges in the country In a
major follow-up to the un-

veiling of the $35 low-cost -

aceess-cumn-computing  de-
vice, IIT-Rajasthan has been
allotted two projects for pur-
chase of one lakh such de-
vices and carrying out inten-
sive laboratory and field
tests across the country to
ensure suitability in all geo-

‘graphical regions and in all

climatic conditions. Nine-
teen other projects under
different ICT heads were al-
so sanctioned,” the HRD
letter said.

A HRD ministry official,
who did not wished to be
named said, “The work is en

progress, but we cannot

» share any details.”

“This would be a suc-
cessful product = (e-bock)
and should be available by
hext year as we are working
on the prototypes already.
We are meeting all the fea-
tures required by the min-
istry such as Flash, Youtube,
online leaming and many
others,” Guruswamy said.

Freescale Semiconductor
India, which has its biggest
R&D outside of US in India
at Noida, is also working for
many other projects in auto-
motive, electronics  and

computing sectors globally.
ronendrasingh

@mydigitalfc.com
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1IM-Bangalore
placements
better than
last year

SREERUPA MITRA
Bangalore

THE summer placements
this year for first-year stu-
dents of the Indian Insti--
tute of ' Management
{IIM) Bangalore are a
breeze with the initial two
days kicking off with a .
ﬂc:yrish. ) :
Speaking about the per-
formance of the students
during the first two days,
Praveen = Gopalakrishnan
of the student media cell
at IIM-B, said that the
summer placements this
academic year has started
off better than last year.
- *“This is largely owing to
the higher diversity of stu-
-dents this year. Despite the
total number of students
appearing for the summer
placements this year being
higher, the placement sea-
son started off smoothly
and the additional strength
did not hamper the
process,” he added. )
A total of 375 students
" are appearing for the
process this year as com-
pared to 347 students last
academic year. .

Also, this year the premi-
um institute expects over
180 companies to come for
the placements as against
150 companies which par-
ticipated during the 2009
summer placements.

However, Gopalakrish-
nan did not divulge details
about the names of the
comparnies as well as the of-
fers being made to the stu-
dents citing a ‘media black-
out’, which banned them
from sharing any informa-
. tion on the activides..[IM-B -
does not share any informat s
tion regarding :compeiiBanil
tions/salary packages being
“offered to students.

“Day Zero is usually fre-
quented by the investment
bankers as well as the con-

" sultancy firms. This year
too is no exception,” said
Gopalakrishnan. -

shrearuvpaomitra .
mvdiaitalfc.com
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What the doctor ordere
This refers to the editorial titled “Endorsement for a fee”
(November n%), which has advocated a strict regulatory

regime to enforce medical ethics. The malaise that has
been highlighted is only the tip of the iceberg, While the
Indian Medical Association (IMA) has endorsed only a
few products, medical practitioners every day endorse
various branded dru(fuin their prescriptions instead of
prescribing generic drugs. To begin with, ethics have to
be imbibed by the medical fraternity and cannot be
imposed. Trade associations, which should be pursuing
their legitimate aims, behave more like a cartel. The IMA
endorses brands and issues boycott calls.

Also, it is anachronistic to argue that since the medical
profession is a noble occupation, advertisements and
endorsements cannot be allowed. It is necessary for the
government to realise that the medical profession is a
service sector and like any other service provider, it
should be allowed to advertise and endorse. This
measure will not only help the health care sector to run
in a competitive atmosphere but also facilitate the
patients’ decision-making process. However,
transparency and consumer education are imperative
before permitting such a course, Transparent
advertisements and endorsements would educate
medical services consumers and help them make
informed decisions. Merely advocating a “strict
regulatory regime” is no panacea, Such a regime will -
only breed corruption. In this context, the MCI’s
surveillance role will be critical,

K D Singh,
Expert (Law),
Competition Commission of India, New Delhi
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It wasaconversatlon withLucky Ali

the weekend because the
USPresidentwas intown.
But talk about his new
venture and the man who built
OnMobile Global, with a team of four

from Infosys, is all excited. The Rs 454 -
crore OnMobile, which is the market

leaderinthevalueaddedservices(VAS)
space, willsoon teamup withone of the
country’s top advertising agencies to
roll out technology that could revolu-
tionise the way productsareadvertised
and marketed. Meanwhile, after his
company won a dream deal with
Telefonica last year, the chairman of

OnMobile has helped more than 100

unknown artists unleash melr talent
through mobiled

he’sdetermined to do something to im-
provem-governance.

We're at India Jones, the pan-Asian
cuisinerestaurantatthe Trident, Mum-
bal. Raco’s been down with abad attack
of viral flu and a racking cough so, to
begin with, we ask for some hot water.
Unfor thelimej h

thatsetR: of
musicians in the country today Ali had
told Raothat it costsabout Rs 20lakhfor
anartist to come up with an album and
this takes at least a year. Since most
artists couldn't cough up anything
close to that number, they were at the

mercy of Bollywood producers and-
record labels and, more than muste,” *

“selling their souls”. And if the album
turned out to be a hit, the producer
pocketed the profits. Rao figured this
wasn't really necessary—in today’s

digital world where 50% of revenue’,

accrue from mobile downloads (40%
comes from physical sales and the

‘remaining 10% from the Internet)—for

anartisttoproduce a wholealbum with
a dozen numbers; a nice peppy tune

could be composed within a day and N

uploaded in seconds.

Today, three years or so since '

OnMobile set up its launch pad, 110
unknown artists have sent in content,
not just music but also humour or
mimicry, which has been uploaded to

with it is freezing cold but some sweet
corn crab asparagus soup should
make amends, we decide. Rao’s clearly
relieved that the Telefonica deal is on
trackandthatserviceshavebeen rolled

out in three countries. It was touch

andgo, herecalls, since OnMobile went
into the negotlations very late but
nonetheless managed to pull it off. In
fact, he himself had been in two minds
about taking on the contract because
it involved fairly large investments.
“Once you're listed, you're more con-
cerned abouit the quartérly earnings
d and getthelarg-
erpicture. Butthen, oneof thedirectors
asked Iwouldh
sohard if thecompany hadn’t beenlist-
ed. Andthat’swhen it struckmethat we
shouldn’t worry about the short term.”

d; , BSNL, Idea and so on and
boughtbylisteners. The bulk of whatis
earned--revenueshavehitRs1crore—
is passed back to the contributors:
one mimicry artist from Pune earned
something like Rs 1 lakh in a month.
Last year, OnMobile processed some

300 million downloads, including :

Hindi and regional music, of which
about a tenth was non-movie content.
That number was only 1% five years
back and Rao believes there’s potential
for this to grow to as much as a third
of the market, so much so that he’s
convinced that for every AR Rahman,
there must be a thousand more under
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Food caFE ARVIND RAO

Singing a different tune

Shobhana Subramaman talks to the OnMobile Global CMD about his dream deals and m-governance vision

Last year, OnMobile processed some 300 million downloads,
including Hindi and regional music, of which abouta tenth
was non-movie content. That number was only 1% five
years back and Rao believes there’s potential for this
to grow to as much as a third of the market. He is
actually convinced that for every AR Rahman,
there must be a thousand more under the surface

the surface. In fact, O bile, which
Just celebrated ten years of existence,
now has a small team that sources
contentfromstateslike Assamor Bihar,
working through independent agents.

Of course, all this isn’t enough to
satiate Rao's innovative aspirations.

' Rightnow OnMobileis trying toimple-

‘ment a real time reporting system, for

movie producers and music labels,

explains, is to give, say, a Bollywood
producer a realtime screen on his
desk, which tells him not only how
many downloads there have been of
the songs from his latest film but also
‘where these have happened. In other
words, the producer would know
almost whetherthemusic
is selling better in Andhra rather than
Haryanaor Gujarat, in therneh‘os orin
smalltowns.

It's not easy, Rao tells me, saying
‘OnMobile hasbeen tryingtocrack this
for two years now and has test-market:
ed it but could take another year, per-

haps, for a full-fledged roll-out. As for

monetising the software, Rao says he
would prefer not to charge for it but
instead negotiate a discount on the
royalties, which could actually be a
win-win. Ashe explains it, “If I'm pay-
ing say Rs 100 for a download, I can pay
slightly less, say Rs 80, if Talso deliver
the software. For his part, the producer
may be earnlng a smaller royalty, but
lued intowhat’s
he can act fast to push volumes and s0
overallhe would post biggerrevenues.”
We decided to skip a main course
and settle for some dim sum—prawn

" and chicken. What with two big VAS

contracts—Vodafone for emerging
marketsand Telefonicafor Latin Amer-
ica—signed within months of eachoth-
erlastyearandabrandnewacquisition
in Dilithium Networks (a 3G Video
solutions player), Rao has had his
handsfull. Infact, hebarelyhasthetime
to read, something he used to do reli-
giously till two years ago, devouringall
the Sall hdi dthe

Mistrys. Buthemanagestotaketimeoff
whenever he can to spend with friends

- and his brother in LA. And of course,

his golden retriever and his cat, who

which takes away all the
allowing them to track all downloads
and eliminate disputes. The idea, Rao

nowgetalongf: ly Hewaslooking
forward to sailing over the weekend,
since the boats are just out after a long

_determined
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monsoon, but unfortunately the sea is
out of bounds till the US President
leaves, If there’s something he would
haveliked todo, Rao confesses, it would
have been learning to play a musical
instrument; not surprisingly, Rao’s
iPod is loaded mostly with rock music.
He recalls accompanying his brother,
who was a guitarist in an amateur rock
band, to shows in their college days

whenhe wasatIITMumbal.
The other thing he mlght haveé' done
jsturnentr [itt] lier,like -

someof his batchmates suchasSubrah
Iyar who founded WebEx. Rao feels it's

. probably a crime to work for someone

else these days, given the opportunity,
inareaslike tel andthe
Internet where he says there are wide
open spaces. Also, he remembers how
difficult it was to get funding from pri-
vate equity funds for OnMobile ten
years back, even though the idea was .
pushed by the topteam in Infosys. Since
we’vebarely eaten, wedecidetoindulge
in some tiramisu and Rao talks of how
heéwantstodosomething ‘real’ withthe
cell phone; there’s no other device he
can think of that has the same perva-
sivenessand interactive capability Fol-
lowingadipstick survey that(
did in some rural areas to gauge how
mobile telephony could be used, he’s

to improve the lives of rural folk and
alsom-governance. Ideally, he’slooking
to see how mobile phones can create
opportunities for people toearnmoney,
much like with the musicians. Immedi-
ately though, he’sfocussed onaventure
that will roll out technology, which he
claims could change the way products
are marketed. The idea is to team up
with a leading advertising agency and
Rao believes one day the venture could
becomebiggerthan OnMobileitself. By
then, of course, Rao would be on to -
somethingevenbigger. -
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Super30
founderto
get education
. award
PATNA, Hb‘\"?
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SUPER30 founder and
mathematician Ananda -
Kumar has been
selected for Maulana
Abdul Kalarm Azac -
Shiksha Puruskar., one
of the top awards in
recognition of out-
standing contribution
in the field of educa-
tion in Bihar, -

T (GOowvernor
PDevanand Konwar
would give the prize
at thhe Shiksha Diwas
funchion here tomor-
row, official sources
said.

Instituted by Bihar
sovernment in 2007,
the award carries a
citation and Rs 2 lakh.

Anand was select-
ed for the honour for
his contribution in
teaching children
from underprivileged
sections and prepar-
ing them for IIT-JEE
at his Super3J school,
where the studeints |
get free coaching,
lodging and food for .
nine months.

In the last three
years, all the 30 stu-
dents of Super30 have
made it to IIT-JEE.

- Anand, who first
started Ramanujam
School of
Mathematics in 1992,
started Super30 in-
2002,

- Hawving exper:—-
enced poverty in his -
childhood, he wanted
to do something for
the poor and talented
children. — PTI

-
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- IIT-Kharagpur denies affiliating
‘fake’ institute running on campus

_ NEW DELHI, NOV 9

COMING clear on the con-
troversy over an alleged
- fake institute running on its
campus,. IIT Kharagpur
today said it has not affiliat-

éd the centre and docu-
ments supporting its recog--

nition were "forged”. -
The institute had last
. month suspended Amit
Kumar Ghosh, head of the

department of aeronautical-

.engineering, charging him
with running the engineer-
ing institute - called
Institution of Electrical

Engineers (India) (IEE) in

the 1IT campus. ,
"IIT Kharagpur is in no

way connected in either

Kgp director

-afﬁhatmg or recogm_smg
the degree/dipldma of the,
so-called IEE," IIT Kgp reg-
istrar T K Ghosal said ina
- Ghosal said in his state-

statement today..
OT Kgp had conducted
an internal investigation

after students of the1EE

lodged a complaint with ITT
Damodar
Acharya allegmg that Ghosh

_was charging exorbitant fees .

for admission to the IEE,
Ghosal said former
director K L Chopra, whose

name has also cropped up
‘in the controversy  for
.allegedly - giving permis-
sion to 1EE, has disclosed

that he has not given any

such permission and such -
letters W1th his 51gnature_

suggesting -

have been “forged".

- "It may please be noted
that IIT Kharagpur does not
offer -any BE - degree,”

ment. He said documents
that IEE

received = presidential

approval for recognition
and conduct of examination -

“appear to be fraudulent”.
~ "The sequence of events
makes one to believe a sec-

tion of the people associat-

ed with so called IEE
(India) have deliberately:
tried to involve the name of
IIT Kgp to cash on its good-
will. Based on the-allegedly
forged documents, they
also might -have. duped

both the faculty of the

Institute and the pubhc a
large,” he said.

He said IIT Kgp has also
cancelled = allotment of
quarters to IEE. B

"IEE based on allegedly
forged documents posing
itself as a professional body
got allotment of one quar-
ter within the campus of
the institute in 2004.

- "On June 20, 2007, it~
came to the notice of T
Kgp that the allotted quar-

ter to IEE is being used to

operate an international
university of modern sci-
ence and technology. The
Institute immediately
cancelled the allotment

.and " evicted theoccupant,”

he said. —PTI



Indians
bag Gates
funding

oy

AGE IS no barrier
to innovation. This
has been proved by
71-year old profes-
sor of bio-medical
engineering Sujoy
K. Guha who, on
Tuesday, won a
$100,000 grant from
the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation
to test a female con-

By Dinesh C. Sharma
in New Delhi

traceptive devel-
oped by

Guha, currently an
emeritus professor at
the Indian Institute of
Technology (aIT,
Kharagpur, is one of
the best known bio-
medical engineers of
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AWARDEES: Sujoy K. Guha and Abl Santhosh Aprem.

the country. He has
developed several bio-
medical devices and
drugs, including a
reversible male contra-
ceptive. He had worked
at IIT Delhi and the All
India Institute of Med-
ical Sciences earlier.

Besides Guha, another
Indian innovator — Abi
Santhosh Aprem of HLL
Lifecare Limited — also fig-
ures on the list of 67 inno-
vators from 168 ccuntries
who have been selected
for grants of $100,000 each
under the Grand Chal-
lenges Explorations pro-
gramme of the foundation.

The foundation received
over 2,400 entries this year.
The grant is given to indi-
vidual researchers to pur-
sue “bold ideas for trans-
forming
developing countries”.

With the grant, Guha

lans to test his new

emale contraceptive -
FerroCept. The contracep-
tive, consisting of a poly-
mer and magnetic parti-
cles, can be inserted into
the cervix through a rub-
ber tube and then posi-
tioned in. the fallopian
tube using an external
magnetic field.

With the application of a
radio frequency field from
outside, the semi-sclid
drug is made to settle
down in a tree-like shape
in the fallopian tube where
it comes into contact with
water molecules and
amino acids and develops
an electric charge.
“Sperms and ova both
have electric charge. Fer-
roCept interferes wlth this

Both work on birth
control devices

charge and nullifies it.
~“This renders both sperm
and ovum incapable of fer-
tilisation,” explained
Guha.. “And the best part
is thiz method of contra-
ception is reversible as
FerroCept can be flushed
out whenever required.”
‘The contraceptive has
been tested on rats and
rabbits. With the new
grant,-Guha wants to test
it on goats after the
mandatory regulatory
approvals. “If all goes well,

the scientist said.” Guha
said the procedure was
non-invasive in that it does
not involve incision or sur-
gery and can be executed
in a low-cost setting.

Abl Santhosh Aprem is
also working on contra-
ceptives. He will attempt
to eliminate the side-
effects of copper-T intra-
uterine devices hy coating
the copper with bio-
degradable polymers. The
polymers prevent bulk
shedding of cog{)er ions
that cause eeding,
cramps and

Some of the other ideas
to get the foundation’'s
support this yvear include a
tuberculosis vaceine that
can be delivered in a tradi-
tional Asian bean dish, a
mobile phone tcol to iden-
tify complications for com-
munity health workers car-
ing for pregnant women
and newborns and solar-
powered therapeutic blan-

kets of light for newborns !

suffering from jaundice.

dineshc.sharma -
@mailtoday.in -:

health in
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